312          COMMUNICATION WITH CARTHAGE.

the horses were much reduced. The men are said to have
bathed the horses in old wine to cure them of an irruptive
disease. Hannibal then proceeded towards the south, appar-
ently marching along the eastern foothills of the Apennines,

so MILES
From Trasimene to Luceria.

so as to cross the streams at their narrowest, through the land
of the Pretutii, Hadria, the Marsi, the Marucini and Peligni,
and stopped in Apulia, in the neighborhood of Arpi and Lu-
ceria. He hoped to open communication by sea with Car-
thage, and thus make for himself a new base of operations in
this province. From here he sent dispatches home by sea to
announce his successes to the Carthaginian senate, and we
may readily imagine the rejoicing caused by the welcome
news.

Luceria was one of those locations which have always been wanting indeed in
